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Delaware

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics 1

Ø Population: 753,538 (1999 estimate); 666,168 (1990 Census)
Ø Race/Ethnicity: 80.3% white; 16.9% African American; 0.3% American Indian,

Eskimo, or Aleut; 1.4% Asian/Pacific Islander; 1.1% other; 2.4% Hispanic

Politics2

Ø Governor: Thomas Carper
Ø Lt. Governor: Ruth Ann Minner
Ø Attorney General: M. Jane Brady
Ø U.S. Senate: Joseph Biden (D); William Roth (R)
Ø U.S. House of Representatives: Michael N. Castle

Programs/Initiatives
Ø Attorney General Drug Unit3

This unit was established to work closely with law enforcement agencies during the
investigative stage to provide legal advice and assistance.

Ø FY 1999 Drug-Free Communities support program grantee:4

• $100,000 to the New Castle County Community Partnership, Inc.
Ø Executive Office of Weed and Seed5

• Wilmington: This site, which was one of the first Weed and Seed sites selected in
1992, consists of West Center City, Westside/Hiltop, and the Browntown/Hedge-
ville areas of Wilmington. These areas have been included due to the concern that
crime and drug trafficking were moving into the area. Major achievements of this
area include the Race Against Drugs, drug-house seizures, record drug busts,
neighborhood drug vigils, and the dismantling of a major drug distribution
network in the city.

Ø Operation Safe Streets/Governor’s Task Force (OSS/GTF)6

This collaborative effort by the Delaware State Police, the Wilmington and Dover
Police Departments, the State Department of Correction, and the Division of Youth
Rehabilitative Services targets adult and juvenile probationers designated as “high
risk” to ensure that they remain in compliance with curfews and other conditions of
their probation. Department of Correction probationers are selected to participate in
the OSS/GTF program if they have criminal histories that include violent, weapon, or
drug offenses.

Ø Drug-Free Delaware Web site7

This Web site, which was launched in December of 1997, is an element of the State
of Delaware’s anti-drug public information campaign. This campaign primarily
targets youth in grades 5-8 as well as their parents, families, and teachers. This site
includes comprehensive data about the extent of drug and alcohol abuse in Delaware,
resources for concerned citizens, and a summary of the legal consequences of
possessing and selling drugs.
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Crime and Drug-Related Crime 8

Ø The total number of Part I offenses reported to officials decreased from 43,051 in
1997 to 40,888 in 1998.

Number of Reported Offenses, Delaware, 1997-98
Type of Offense 1998 1997
Homicide Total 28 26
Rape Total 632 648
Robbery Total 1,489 1,783
Assault Total 3,821 3,520
Burglary Total 6,478 6,421
Larceny Total 24,645 25,904
Motor Vehicle Theft Total 3,323 4,253
Arson Total 472 496
Total Part I Crimes 40,888 43,051

Ø The number of illicit drug complaints that were received in 1998 were the highest
Delaware had experienced in the last ten years.

Ø In 1998 there were 2,569 adult arrests for drug abuse violations. 2,129 of these adult
arrests were for drug possession.

Number of Adult Arrests for Drug Possession, Delaware, 1995-98
Drug Type 1995 1996 1997 1998
Opium/Cocaine & Derivatives 780 707 792 939
Marijuana 961 967 983 1,170
Synthetic/Manufactured Narcotics 1 1 0 1
Other Dangerous Non-Narcotic Drugs 18 19 26 19
Total Possession Arrests 1,760 1,694 1,801 2,129

Ø The number of adult arrests for the sale/manufacture of drugs in 1998 was 440.

Number of Adult Arrests for Drug Sale/Manufacture, Delaware, 1995-98
Drug Type 1995 1996 1997 1998
Opium/Cocaine & Derivatives 460 396 429 377
Marijuana 77 68 86 58
Synthetic/Manufactured Narcotics 0 2 2 0
Other Dangerous Non-Narcotic Drugs 3 3 3 5
Total Sale/Manufacture Arrests 540 469 520 440

Juveniles
Ø The number of juveniles arrested in Delaware in 1998 totaled 6,616, a 5.6% decrease

from the 1997 total of 7,006 arrests.9

Ø In 1998, there were 503 juveniles arrested for drug abuse violations in Delaware. In
1997, there were 576 drug abuse violation arrests.10
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Ø 452 of the juvenile arrests for drug abuse violation in 1998 were for possession. 11

Number of Juvenile Arrests for Drug Possession, Delaware, 1995-98
Drug Type 1995 1996 1997 1998
Opium/Cocaine & Derivatives 122 99 128 128
Marijuana 350 408 382 315
Synthetic/Manufactured Narcotics 2 0 0 0
Other Dangerous Non-Narcotic Drugs 9 16 13 9
Total Possession Arrests 483 523 523 452

Ø Of the 51 juvenile arrests for sale/manufacture of drugs, 43 involved opium or
cocaine and their derivatives.12

Number of Juvenile Arrests for Sale/Manufacture of Drugs, Delaware, 1995-98
Drug Type 1995 1996 1997 1998
Opium/Cocaine & derivatives 72 52 40 43
Marijuana 11 12 12 5
Synthetic/Manufactured Narcotics 0 3 0 0
Other Dangerous Non-Narcotic Drugs 1 0 1 3
Total Sale/Manufacture Arrests 84 67 53 51

Ø Almost half (48.8%) of Delaware’s high school students surveyed in 1999 reported
using marijuana at least once in their lifetimes.13

Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Delaware, 1999
Drug Use and Type Female Male Total
Lifetime Marijuana Use 45.7 51.6 48.8
Current Marijuana Use 24.2 33.5 29.0
Lifetime Cocaine Use 7.0 7.3 7.2
Current Cocaine Use 2.3 2.9 2.7
Lifetime Inhalant Use 12.4 11.8 12.2
Current Inhalant Use 3.9 4.0 4.0
Lifetime Heroin Use 2.8 3.5 3.3
Lifetime Methamphetamine Use 6.8 6.9 7.0
Lifetime Illegal Steroid Use 2.3 3.9 3.2
Lifetime Injecting Illegal Drug Use 1.7 2.8 2.3

Ø 14.7% of the high school males surveyed reported trying marijuana before age 13.
10.4% of females reported trying marijuana at this time.14

Trafficking and Seizures
Ø From January 1 to December 31, 1999, Operation Safe Streets made the following

seizures: 59 grams of heroin (street value of $29,500); 173 grams of powder cocaine
(street value - $17,300); 816 grams of crack cocaine (street value - $102,000); 49.9
grams of PCP; and 41,582 grams of marijuana (street value - $207,910).15
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Ø During 1998, there were a total of 3,939 marijuana plants eradicated in Delaware
under the Drug Enforcement Administration’s Domestic Cannabis
Eradication/Suppression Program.16

Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Delaware, 1998
Outdoor Operations

                      Cultivated
     Plots            Plants
Eradicated  Eradicated

Ditchweed
Eradicated

Indoor Operations

   Grows          Plants
   Seized      Eradicated

Total
Plants

Eradicated
21 1,620 2,264 77 55 3,939

Enforcement
Ø As of October 31, 1998, there were 2,342 full-time law enforcement employees in

Delaware.17

Ø Drug Unit – Delaware State Police18

This unit is comprised of 15 officers who are responsible for impacting the
availability of illegal drugs in Delaware. The presence of drugs continues to be the
largest problem facing law enforcement in Delaware. A number of successful
investigations have targeted open-air drug markets in northern and southern
Delaware.

Ø Financial, Organized Crime, Corruption, Asset Seizure Team (FORCAST)19

This is another aspect of the Special Investigations Unit of the Delaware State Police.
The most visible work of FORCAST officers remains interstate investigations related
to drugs and drug money that is seized from interstate couriers.

Courts
Ø Drug Courts20

• As of March 31, 2000, Delaware had 7 drug courts. Five of these drug courts have
been in existence for over 2 years, while the other two drug courts have just
recently been implemented.

• There are 2 drug courts found in Kent County (both are in Dover), 2 are in Sussex
County (both in Georgetown), and 3 are in New Castle County (each one is in
Wilmington).

Ø Evaluation of the Juvenile Drug Court Diversion Program21

Established in 1995 in Wilmington, this drug court program has grown into the only
statewide juvenile drug court program in the country. It provided a diversion and
treatment program for juveniles with little or no prior criminal records who were
arrested in Wilmington for misdemeanor drug charges. After a few years, the program
expanded to include all of New Castle County, and more recently, all of Kent and
Sussex Counties. From 1995-1999, there have been over 400 juveniles served by the
juvenile drug court. The mean age of these juveniles is 15.9 years old.

Ø During FY98, 27.0% of the Federally sentenced offenders in Delaware committed a
drug offense. The majority of these cases (58.8%) involved powder cocaine, 29.4%
involved crack cocaine, 5.8% involved heroin, 2.9% involved methamphetamine, and
2.9% involved a different substance.22
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Corrections
Ø On May 28, 1999 there were 5,700 inmates in Delaware’s Department of Correction

facilities.23

Ø Delaware DOC facilities:24

• Delaware Correctional Center (DCC): Smyrna; this is the largest adult male
facility in the State with a capacity of 1,789.

• Multi-Purpose Criminal Justice Facility (MPCJF): Wilmington; capacity of 1,180;
this facility is the home to the nationally acclaimed KEY substance abuse
program (see below).

• Sussex Correctional Institution (SCI): Georgetown; this facility has KEY South
which was modeled after the KEY program at MPCJF.

• Delores J. Baylor Women’s Correctional Institution (BWCI): New Castle; this is
the only women’s correctional facility in the State of Delaware.

• John L. Webb Correctional Facility: Wilmington; also has a KEY substance abuse
program—KEY West.

Ø The KEY Substance Abuse Programs25

• The KEY, KEY South, and KEY West, are in-prison therapeutic communities for
men.

• Over 300 male inmates are in the KEY substance abuse treatment programs in
Delaware.

• Inmates typically become part of the KEY “family” during their last 12 months of
incarceration. Many of the KEY “family members” were originally incarcerated
for drug trafficking.

• These KEY programs are in a total treatment environment separated from the rest
of the general prison population.

Ø Crest Outreach Center26

• Found at the Plummer Community Correctional Center in Wilmington, this is a
work release center for both men and women.

• This is the nation’s first residential, work-release center based on the therapeutic
community. Many residents come to Crest after completing one of the KEY
programs.

• More than 80 men and women live in the Crest Outreach Center, where offenders
undergo continuous substance abuse treatment for six months.

• After completing Crest and being placed on probation, offenders typically go
through the Aftercare program for six additional months. There are approximately
90 probationers who take part in the Aftercare program.

Ø A University of Delaware study found that 71% of the offenders who completed the
KEY and Crest programs had not been rearrested 18 months after their release. Only
30% of those who did not go through either program remained arrest-free.27

Ø This same study revealed that 76% of the offenders who completed the above
programs did not use drugs 18 months after their release. Only 19% of those who did
not go through either program remained drug-free.

Ø At the end of 1998 (December 31), there were 20,030 adults on probation in
Delaware. At this same time, there were 572 adults on parole.28
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Treatment
Ø During 1999 there were 7,283 total drug and alcohol treatment admissions in

Delaware. 73.2% of those admitted were males.29

Ø 62% of those seeking treatment were white, 34% African American, and 4% were of
another race.30

Ø Heroin was the primary drug reported at admission for most of the people seeking
treatment in 1999.31

Primary Drug at Admission, Delaware Treatment Facilities, 1999
Drug # of Admissions Drug # of Admissions
Heroin 2,393 Amphetamine 9
Cocaine 521 Other opiates/synth. 46
Crack 936 Other 111

Marijuana/Hashish 838
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